    AP Human Geography Course Syllabus  2016-17
Course Overview

Advanced Placement Human Geography introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alterations of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine social organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice.
The course covers the following seven units as stipulated by the College Board:
· Geography: Its Nature and Perspective

· Population

· Cultural Patterns and Processes

· Political Organization of Space

· Agricultural and Rural Land Use

· Industrialization and Economic Development  
· Cities and Urban Land Use

APHG is a full year course at Middletown High School and consists of a variety of activities including but not limited to: lecture, class discussion, small and whole group projects, video analysis, independent reading books and lab work. The course is designed to meet or exceed the experience of a typical university Introduction to Human Geography course. 
Course Goals
As the various units of the course are covered, the students develop proficiency in the following five skills: 
· Using and thinking about maps and spatial data

· Understanding and interpreting the implications of associations among phenomena in places

· Recognizing and interpreting at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes

· Defining regions and evaluating the regionalization process

· Characterizing and analyzing changing interconnections among places

As a result of acquiring these skills, the students should be able to think like a geographer. They should be able to ‘see’ geography around every corner. (for example: when they visit a new location, go shopping, watch the news, read the paper, listen to music, or go to a sporting event) 
Prior to starting this course many students and their parents view Geography as little more than the traditional ‘Capes and Bays” geography. The students should realize that Geography is very much an approach, rather than strictly a set of topics. In fact, geographers study countless topics that are traditionally seen as belonging to other disciplines. By examining these topics from a geographical perspective, valuable new insights are revealed.
Teaching Strategies  
The classes are a combination of lecture, slide shows, videos, and activities/assignments. The students spend time in the computer lab researching and using programs such as Google Earth and ARC GIS.  Much of the homework involves the readings, both from the texts and the extra readings I provide. 

Course Materials
Our textbook and online textbook access and resources:

Malinowski, John C, Kaplan, David H, Human Geography: AP EditionMcGraw Hill
Sections from other resources will be distributed the year including:
“The World Is Flat” by Thomas Friedman
“Nickeled and Dimed” by Barbara Ehrenreich
 “Freakonomics” and “Superfreakonomics” by Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner

“Salt- A World History” by Mark Kurlansky

Various news and current events articles / local, regional, national and international
Video/Films:

The Annenburg video series: The Power of Place: Geography for the 21st Century

PBS Video: Guns, Germs and Steel by Jared Diamond

BBC Video: Human Planet

CGP Grey, John Green’s Crash Course and  TED Talks.
Course Outline for AP Human Geography

I.
Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives


Malikowski, Chapter 1: “Introduction: Some Background Basics
Malikowski, Chapter 2: “Geography Through the Ages”
A. Historical development of the discipline
B. Defining Human Geography

C. Basic concepts of Human Geography

D. Methods and skills of geography

E. Answearing geographic questions

F. Annenburg Program1: One Earth, Many Scales

Annenburg Program 2: Boundaries and Borderlands

II. The Humans in Human Geography
Malikowski, Chapter 3 “Population”

        Chapter 4 “Geograpghy of Health and Disease”

                    Chapter 5 “Migration Flows”


        Chapter 6 “Culture and Cultural Landscapes”

1. Defining culture, material and non-material
2. Cultural diffusion and change

3. Major culture realms

A. Interaction of people and environment

1. Culture change

2. Innovation

3. Acculturation and cultural modification

B. Population growth

1. Factors of growth: rates and averages

2. Historical patterns of growth 

3. Contemporary patterns of growth

4. Demographic transition model

C. Population distribution

1. Spatial patterns : global, regional, local

2. Demographic trends: case studies

3. Spatial variations on factors of growth

D. Population movement

1. Individual activity space

2. Causes and consequences of migration

3. Historical migrations

4. Contemporary migrations

5. Migration to and within the United States
Supplemental Assignment: Independent Reading and Essay 
Book suggestions:

“Long Way Gone- Memoirs of A Boy Soldier”

“Freakanomics” by Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner
“Mountains Beyond Mountains”

“The Lost City of Z” by David Grann

“Planet of Slums” by Mike Davis

“The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks” by Rebecca Skloot

“Collapse: How Societies Choose to Suceed or Fail” by Jared Diamond
III. Cultural Systems and Patterns

Malikowski, Chapter 7 “Geography of Language”

        Chapter 8: “Geography of Religion”


        Chapter 9 “Race, Ethnicity and Gender”

A. Cultural Diversity

1. World languages, formation and diffusion

2. World religions, creation, beliefs and diffusion

3. Popular and Folk Culture

B. Cultural Landscapes

1. Culture and the environment

2. Culture and group identity

3. Culture and conflicts
IV. Economic Systems and Patterns
Malikowski, Chapter 15: “The Geography of Economic Activity and Agriculture”


        Chapter 16: “Geographies of Production and Consumption”


        Chapter 17: “Distribution and Transportation”
   
A. Economic structure
1. Economic sectors

2. Measuring economic development

3. Development Models

4. Resources and factors of production

B. Agriculture and rural land use

1. Origins and spread of culture

2. Major agricultural regions

3. Traditional agriculture

4. Commercial agriculture

5. Science and agriculture

C. Rural land use

1. Land use models

2. Energy and intensification of land use

3. Rural activity and social issues

4. Rural activity and environmental issues

D. Industrialization

1. Origins and spread of industrialization

2. Major industrial regions

3. Industrial location models

4. Industrial activity and social issues

5. Industrial activity and environmental issues

E. Global economy

1. Trade and transportation patterns

2. Shifting patterns of production

3. Transnationals and outsourcing

4. Interdependence and competition

Additional Readings:

“Nickeled and Dimed” by Barbara Ehrenreich
V. Urbanization

Malikowski, Chapter 13 “Urbanization and Urban Networks”

                    Chapter 14  “ Changing Structure of the City” 
A. Evolution of Settlements

1. Rural settlements

2. Urban settlements

3. Defining urban place: site, situation, form

4. Models of urban location and structure

B. Patterns of Urbanization

1. Global: rates and regions

2. National: growth and decline
3. Local: urban sprawl
Anneburg Video- Urban Sprawl

C. Patterns within a city

1. Internal structure

2. Demographic and social patterns

3. Transportation and infrastructure

4. Political organization and urban planning

D. Patterns beyond the city

1. Megacities and conurbation

2. Suburbanization and edge cities
Film: “Urbanized”
VI. Political Organization of Space
Malikowski, Chapter 10 “Nations and States”
                    Chapter 11 “ Geography of Governance and Representation”

A. Nations and States
1. Drawing boundaries: global, national, local

2. Effects of size and shape

B. Contemporary political patterns

1. Historical development of boundaries and states

2. Colonialism and neocolonialism

3. Internal order: national and subnational governance

C. Cooperation and conflict

1. Alliances

2. Unification

3. Dissolution

4. Conflict

5. Evolving Concepts of sovereignty

VII.
Human Geography and Global Issues

Malikowski, Chapter 12 “Environment and Concervation”
                    Chapter 18 “Development and Geography”
A. Environmental issues

B. Social/Economic issues

Films: “Lost Boys of Sudan”



“Unwasted – The Furture of Business on Earth”
Preparation for the Exam 
Time: Late April/Early May ( 2½ - 3 weeks )   
Throughout the school year students are preparing for the AP exam by reviewing practice multiple choice questions as well as FRQ from previous years exams. Students are encouraged to use AP Central for a variety of online sources, as well as accessing practice books and flash cards available at major book retailers such as Barnes and Noble or Amazon.com.

Evaluation
In addition to tests, the students complete a number of assignments throughout the year. These assignments are graded and used in the compilation of the final mark. Because the class is relatively small, the students are both able to, and expected to be very actively engaged in classroom discussion. 
Throughout the school year all students will work on a country project that will be used as their final exam.  Students will select a country of interest to them and become the “resident expert” of that country. Periodically, students will be given an assignment to complete that connects what we are currently studying with their particular country. This project will be a work in progress throughout the year, with several check ins by the teacher. This project gives the students an opportunity to apply their knowledge towards a meaningful end. After the AP exam, students will present their country projects so that the class can compare, contrast and discuss the different factors that affect nations. 
